INTRODUCTION
Leptospirosis is a systemic zoonotic disease caused by spirochaetes of the genus Leptospira. Humans become infected through contact with the urine of infected animals, either directly or indirectly through contact with water or soil. In tropical and subtropical environments, the organism can survive in water and soil for months [1] . Infection can occur through ingestion or via mucosal surfaces or through cuts and abrasions of the skin [2] . Globally, animal reservoir hosts include rodents, livestock and domestic pets [2] and in Australia the major reservoir hosts are rats, cattle, pigs and dogs [3] . Leptospirosis presents with a wide spectrum of clinical features. Many cases exhibit non-specific, influenza-like symptoms including fever, chills, headaches and myalgia. Complications can be severe and include hepatic and renal dysfunction, myocarditis, meningism and pulmonary haemorrhage with respiratory failure [4] [5] [6] .
